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S C H O O L  V A L U E S  

 Care and Compassion – Care for self and others 

 Honesty and Trustworthiness – Be honest, sincere and seek the truth 

 Respect – Treat others with consideration and regard: respect another person’s point of view 

 Responsibility—Be accountable for one’s own actions, resolve differences in constructive,  

       non violent and peaceful ways; contribute to society and  civic life, take care of the environment 
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Welcome Back 
What a fantastic first week back at school we have had, with lots of exciting things happening at the same time.  All 
students have come back to school with the same positive and friendly attitude they finished with at the end of last 
year and it is great to see some different games and activities happening in the yard.  Classroom teachers have 
reported that our school values are on display every day and the classroom possum points systems are in full 
swing. 
 
On Monday Mr Mccartney and Ms Fehring (Lydia) attended an exciting Professional Development day learning 
about STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering and Mathematics).  At the end of last year the school was 
accepted into a coaching and mentoring program around STEM which provides our staff with training to implement 
the new exciting STEM curriculum.  We are looking forward to the many opportunities this program will bring. 
 
We also had Denis and Bec Kelly at school Monday and Tuesday working with some of our students (mostly in 456) 
on putting together a short video about STEM as part of an application for a grant.  Even if we don’t win the grant, 
the students have come up with some fantastic ideas around technology which we may be able to implement at 
school in 2018.   
 
On Friday we will have a hockey clinic provided at school by Hockey Victoria, this will take place in the morning 
before it gets too hot.  I am very pleased to hear one of our local hockey legends will be part of the coaching team. 
 
Some important reminders for the start of the year 
At the start of the new school year it is important to update any of your enrolment details, including new 
employment or contact details at the office when you can.  This information is important for our own records and for 
Department requirements.  If you are not sure please come in and check with Marie or myself at the office. 
 
Medical requirements 
It is also very important that we have the most recent and updated medical records.  Asthma and anaphylaxis plans 
should be presented to the office with recent photos of students attached.  Please ensure that school is aware of 
any allergies. Epipens and asthma pumps should be checked that they are in date and working properly. 
 
Food Allergies 
Please also remember to be conscious of students with food allergies in the school when packing your own child’s 
lunch time and recess snacks and try and stay away from common foods that may cause an allergic reaction.  Have 
regular discussions at home about food allergies and why it is important not to share food at school.  If you are not 
sure of what is required, or have any concerns, please come and speak with staff at school. 
 
WWCC 
Thanks to all families for following up with Working With Children Checks over the past 12 months – the response 
has been very positive.  If you would like to help out at school and have not completed the documentation yet, 

please drop that into the office before you start helping out.  Much appreciated. 
 
 
Birthdays 
We had one birthday last weekend which was celebrated on Monday at assembly.  Happy birthday 
to Angus!! 

http://www.eppalock.ps.vic.edu.au


Fire Rating Days 
We will probably put this message in over the next couple of weeks so that all 
families are aware of procedures in the warmer months.  Our school will be closed 
on Code Red days.  The school will be contacted in advance about this and 
communication will go home to families to let you know what is happening.  On 
Extreme fire rating days, the school will be open.  We are given up to date 
information at school about weather conditions and will communicate this to families 
regularly via email, phone tree or Facebook.  We understand parent concern on 
these days, however it is important to try and keep the school phone lines open for 
emergency service information.  Some information about this will also be placed on 
our school Facebook page.  If you have any questions about this, please come and 
see us at school.  We have included the fire rating symbol which most families are already familiar with.  All families 
should have their own home fire plans in place. 
 
Award Winners 
Last Monday we did have some awards for a few students – their teachers were super keen to get them underway, 
which is great, as it demonstrates how well the students have settled back to school.  Well done to Emily, Rhylii, 
Chad and Jayla.  At assembly on Monday we will present the following students with an award:  

 Olivia—for settling in to her new school so well 

 Connor—for a great effort with his work 

 Liselle—for her hardworking start to Term 1 
 
Parent Information Evening 
Next Tuesday the 13

th
 of February will be the Parent information/meet the teachers night at school.  The format will 

be slightly different to last year.  We will begin with a short whole school general information session at 5:30pm in 
the assembly area. Then parents are invited to spend a short time in each of the classrooms for a more informal 
‘meet the teacher’ session.   
Our F/1 class will meet with Mrs Lindhe from 5:50pm-6:05pm  
2/3 class with Ms Hartney from 6:05-6:20pm  
456 with Mr McCartney from 6:20pm-6:35pm.   
All teachers will be in their classrooms while other presentations are occurring to allow parents to say hello on a 
more informal basis.  Specific Student Support Group Meetings will take place in the coming weeks.  At this stage 
we hope to trial our 3 way conferences at the end of term 1 so that, students, parents and teachers can make 
shared goals for the remaining terms.  More information on that process in the coming weeks. 
 
Swimming Program 
A reminder that the swimming program will begin next Tuesday the 13

th
 of Feb.  Our students have been told about 

this at school and are looking forward to participating.  Our sessions will take place in the afternoon this term.  
Please ensure students have the required swimming equipment on this day. Further info and permission forms 
attached. 
 
Diaries 
We have had a good response so far with student diaries.  As part of this process it is important that students, 
particularly in older classes, take responsibility for sharing notes written from the teacher or from parents at home.  
Teachers will always do their best to check diaries during the day, however, sometimes time might not allow.  
 
Bus 
For students travelling home on the bus from school, it is important that their name is recorded on the bus roll each 
day.  To do this, please either give the school a call during the day or confirm with your child when they are going 
home on the bus.  Some confusion occurs when our students are not sure what they are doing.  When this occurs 
we will hold the student at school until we can make contact with a family member to confirm arrangements. 
 
School Council 
Our March school council meeting is our AGM where our 2018 School Council is elected.  If you are interested in 
the role of a School Councillor and would like to nominate please speak with one of our current members or 
someone at the office.  After our School Council meeting next week we will begin the process for our 2018 group. 
 
Kelly Sports  
Brett has confirmed that we do have enough interest in a lunch time gymnastics and circus program.  We are still 
looking for any families interested in being part of an after school program on a Wednesday – if we don’t get 
enough students this will not be able to go ahead.  Contact Kelly Sports directly if you would like to be involved. 
 
Parking Around the School / Road Safety 
Please be aware of parking restrictions around our school—NO parking in front of the fire shed (there need to be 
access at all times), NO parking in the BUS zone, NO parking in the gateway of our neighbour’s property next to 
fire shed.  We also ask that parents who park opposite the school, please meet their child/children at the school 
gate to  ensure children are safe when crossing the road. 
         Thanks … Mr O’Neill. 



CSEF – CAMPS, SPORTS and EXCURSIONS FUND 
The Camps, Sports and Excursions Fund (CSEF) provides payments for eligible students to attend activities like: 

 school camps or trips 

 swimming and school-organised sport programs 

 outdoor education programs 

 excursions and incursions. 
Families who  were eligible and applied for this in 2017 DO NOT NEED to reapply in 2018. Families who fit the 
criteria in 2018 for the first time or new families to our school who are eligible need to complete the application 
form this year. 

 

HEAD LICE—Parents are reminded to be vigilant regarding checking their child’s hair regularly for 

head lice. If head lice are found please treat hair before your child returns to school.  

 

 



IMPORTANT DATES 
 

FEBRUARY 

 
Friday  9th Music / Drama 
   Book Club order close 
   Swimming Permission Forms due  
 
Tuesday 13th Swimming Program  
   Parent Information Session  
 
Wednesday 14th Prep Students—NO SCHOOL 
   MARC LIBRARY 
 
Thursday 15th SCHOOL COUNCIL MEETING 
 
Tuesday 20th Swimming Program 
 
Wednesday 21st Prep Students—NO SCHOOL 
 
Friday  23rd Music / Drama 
   Community Night—6.00 pm 
 
Tuesday 27th Swimming Program 
 
Wednesday 28th Prep Students—NO SCHOOL 
   MARC LIBRARY 
 
 
 
 
MARCH 
 
Tuesday 6th Swimming Program 
 
Wednesday 7th PREP STUDENTS ATTEND SCHOOL 
   School  Photos 
 
Friday  9th Music / Drama 
 
Monday  12th PUBLIC HOLIDAY—LABOUR DAY 
 
Wednesday 14th MARC Library 
 
Friday  23rd Music / Drama 
 
Wednesday 28th MARC LIBRARY 
 
Thursday 29th LAST DAY—TERM 1—1.30 pm finish (no lunch at school) 
 
 
APRIL 
 
Monday  16th First Day—term 2  
 
 
 
 
 
 

SCHOOL COUNCIL MEETING 

PLEASE NOTE—THE FEBRUARY SCHOOL COUNCIL MEETING IS SCHEDULED FOR 

THURSDAY 15TH FEBRUARY—5.30 pm FINANCE, 6.00 pm GENERAL MEETING 



 



FRIDAY 23RD FEBRUARY—6.00 PM 
It’s on again! Eppalock’s Annual Crazy Bingo Community 
Night. 

Its loads of fun for the whole family and a great way to meet 
new people in your community. 

Each person who wishes to play is asked to bring along 2 
small gifts (adults get involved too). 

The gifts can be as crazy as you like, inexpensive is best, wrap 
them up, newspaper is fine (eg ball, toilet roll, bubbles, key 
ring, or find something in your present cupboard you’ve 
been meaning to clear out, etc). 

On the night we play a huge outdoor game of bingo with a crazy twist. 

6pm Friday 23rd February at school 

Bring your own picnic tea.  

See Alicia Martin 0439 691 767 or Marie in the office for more details. 

Hope to see everyone there!  

SWIMMING PROGRAM—TERM 1—February 13, 20, 27, MARCH 6 

The swimming program runs over a four week period in both Term 1 and Term 4 and is conducted by qualified 

instructors at the YMCA Eaglehawk Pool.  

This year our lessons will be held in the afternoon starting next Tuesday 13th 

February with students leaving school approximately 12.20 pm and returning 

around 2.30 pm. 

Students will be given the opportunity to change into their bathers here at school 

prior to leaving for the lesson. 

A towel and a plastic bag for wet bather is necessary.  

We find that students are often very hungry after swimming and suggest that they bring extra in their lunch box 

on swimming days.  

This program compliments swimming programs that students do outside of our school environment.  

The total cost is $130.00 per student ($65.00 Term 1 & $65.00 Term 4) and we would appreciate 

payment prior to the commencement of the Term 1 program. Any family who is eligible for CSEF 

(Camps, Sports, Excursion Funding)  can use it for this program.  

If, for any reason, your child is not participating in the swimming program, please let us know by the end of this 

week. 

Families have been sent home a permission form  for the swimming program—please complete and return to 

school by Friday of this week. Without a signed form, students will not be able to participate in the program. 

Newsletter electronically—Newsletter will be sent to families electronically from today.  
We will only print copies for families who make a formal request. 

Student Accident Insurance Arrangements 
The Department does not provide personal accident insurance for students. Student accident insurance policies 
are available from the private insurance market. They can be obtained by parents for individual students. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Strathfieldsaye Junior Netball Club 
  
The 2018 netball season will be here be-
fore we know it. You may have a child in 
Grade 3, 4 or 5 who is interested in play-
ing. We would love you to join Strathfield-
saye Junior Netball Club. 
  
Registration fees are approximately $226 
which includes Bendigo Strathdale Net-
ball Association fees, Netball Victoria fees 
and a $50 club fee. 
  
Please email your child’s name and grade 
to the registrar 
at sjnc3551@gmail.com by Friday 23rd of 
February and we will be able to provide 
registration details as well as answer any 
questions. 

Welcome to Parents Club for 2018 
 

We had another successful meeting yesterday with some regulars and new people attending. All parents and 
carers are welcome at parent club meetings, they are very casual events to brainstorm ways to help our school 
community thrive. 
 
We plan to run a few regular events again this year to help with fundraising for our school. 
 
The priority at the moment is to organise volunteers for the Rotary BBQ at Easter and the Mango Drive in term 3 
and 4.  
The Rotary BBQ is very easy to organise, we need a roster drawn up of volunteers to work on Easter Sunday. 
Two 4 hour shifts of 8 people, the rest is organised by Rotary. If you would like to organise this or volunteer 
yourself for a shift please contact the school. 
 
Bridgette and Emily have offered to take on the Mango Drive this year with guidance from Lydia. If anyone is keen 
to help them either collecting orders or sorting boxes when they arrive or particularly if you have any skills in 
apps/social media that could help this run smoothly please contact the school. 
 
Other fundraising plans are to have the famous Elmore Bakery Pie Drive, Bunnings BBQ, Easter and 
Christmas Raffles and Special Lunches. We also have volunteering options in other areas of the school 
such as gardening, cooking, clubs and web site design and upkeep. 
 
If anyone has particular skills and/or interest in any of these please contact the school and get involved we would 
love your help and your kids would too! If you are unable to help on any of the above events but would love to 
contribute you can ask any of the staff or you can speak to other parents who can point you in the right direction.  
 
We look forward to another successful year at Eppalock Primary School we hope to see you getting 
amongst it! 
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