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S C H O O L  V A L U E S  

 Care and Compassion – Care for self and others 

 Honesty and Trustworthiness – Be honest, sincere and seek the truth 

 Respect – Treat others with consideration and regard: respect another person’s point of view 

 Responsibility—Be accountable for one’s own actions, resolve differences in constructive,  

       non violent and peaceful ways; contribute to society and  civic life, take care of the environment 
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End of year 
We are almost at the end of 2018 and would like to thank everyone for their support of the school again this year.  
We had a great community night last Friday with many positive comments about the performances of our students 
up on stage.  A huge thanks to Mrs Claire Sexton for her work in preparing our classes for such a wonderful event.  
The night had a wonderful theme of ‘Christmas around the world’ and this theme really celebrated multiculturalism 
and inclusion of others.  It was great to be able to catch up with parents out in the yard afterwards.   
Thanks to our Parents Club for their work on the night and for their energetic work during the year with a range of 
activities. 
 
We finished our night with a short video of the year.  It was great to look back at many of the things we have done.  
These activities would not be possible without our hardworking staff, parents, students, volunteers and wider 
community.   
 
A positive and effective learning environment is not possible without everyone working together in a positive and 
respectful manner.  We look forward to continuing to build on this in the future. 
 
As part of the community night we also say goodbye to some of our Grade 6 families who are moving onto high 
school.  This year we say goodbye to the Wild, Kinross and Parkinson families.  We also send Will to BSE but 
Charlie begins in Prep next year so the Mannes family starts all over again!   
We wish our leaving families all the best with the knowledge that you 
are always welcome back to visit. 
 
 
Child Safe standards 
 
Today we outline Child Safe standard 7.   
 
Standard 7: Schools must develop strategies to deliver 
appropriate education about:  
 
(a) standards of behaviour for students attending the school; 
 
(b) healthy and respectful relationships (including sexuality); 
 
(c) resilience; and  
 
(d) child abuse awareness and prevention.  
 
(2) Schools must promote the child safety standards required by the 

Order in ways that are readily accessible, easy to understand, 
and user-friendly to children. 

 
By Declaration this will mean that schools ensure that they have 
strategies to promote child empowerment and participation. 
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AWARDS AND LEADERS ... 
 
It was fantastic to be able to present a number of awards on Friday night. 
 
  Grade 6 Graduation Award—Reuben Wild 
  Grade 5 Encouragement Award—Tilly Costello 
  Grade 4 Encouragement Award—Audrey Kelly 

         Living Green Award—Charli Webb 
 
On Monday morning we also presented the term 4 ‘Terrific Kids’ award from the Kiwanis Club. Mr John Reid very 
happily presented the award to Pippa from Grade 4. Pippa is a very deserving winner of this award. 
 
Our School Captains were announced on Friday night. Congratulations to Tilly and Liselle and we look forward to 
you both leading our school in 2019. 
 
We will also be working on implementing some ‘House Teams’ next year. We regularly have days where we 
organize the students into mixed aged groups and would like to take this a step further next year. Students have 
had the opportunity to vote for their preferred leaders. On Friday night we announced three House Captains—Tilly, 
Banjo and Pippa. These three students will be responsible for leading these groups next year. Early next year we 
will engage the school community in choosing team names and colours. 
 
Grounds and Maintenance 
If you are available over the holidays and live close to the school it would be appreciated if you could drop by from 
time to time to check in on things.  Parents club are organising a schedule of some description to help with this and I 
will be out at various stages as well.  Thanks for your continued support of the school grounds and maintenance this 
year.  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
Strathfieldsaye Carols 
A huge thanks to all of our students and families who attended the Strathfieldsaye Carols last week. We had a 
mixed aged group who did a great job up on stage in front of a large crowd.  We were even able to sneak a little 
group photo in the advertiser on Friday. Well done all. 
 
Booklists 
Thanks to those families who have returned or filled out booklists online.  Please check in at the office if you haven't 
done this already.  A reminder that you can purchase some of your own stationary items from other places if you 
prefer but it is important to ensure some of the specific school items are ordered through our booklist. 
 
Reports 
End of year reports will have gone home with students today in an envelope.  We have been unable to include the 
number of absences for the semester on the report due to a change over in our system.  We do have this centrally 
stored electronically but have had some difficulty including it in the reports at this stage.  It will appear again on 
reports next year. 
 
Last Day of school 
Is this Friday the 21

st
.  Please note the early finish time of 1:30pm. SCHOOL BUS WILL LEAVE AT 1.30 pm 

 
Our first day back on 2019 will be Thursday the 31

st
 of January where all students will be expected back at school.  

Tuesday the 29
th
 is the first day back for staff with Wednesday 30

th
 a joined curriculum day for our staff with other 

small schools.  Thursday the 31
st
 is the first day back for all students, including our new Preps.  Preps will have 

Wednesdays off during the month of February. . 

Term 4 School Holidays 

Sunday 27th January 2019 

The following families are rostered on for this day - 

Knight 

Murphy 

Doherty 

Viney 

Healy 

Task / Jobs 

 

General grounds tidy up 

Rake / blow leaves 

Mow 

Clean gutters 

Weeding 

Cobwebs 



 

IMPORTANT DATES 
 

DECEMBER 

Friday 21st Last Day Term 4—1.30 pm finish 

 
 
2019 
 
Tuesday   January 29th Staff return (no students) 
     Book Collection Day 2.00 pm—5.00 pm 
 
Wednesday  January 30th Staff at Curriculum PD  (no students) 
 
Thursday  January 31st Students commence 2019 School Year 
 
 
 

 
 
Music performance  
We had some great performances from a few students last Thursday morning.  We would 
like to thank Drew Thorpe and his many staff for their great work throughout the year to 
offer instrumental music sessions in our school.  Drew and his crew will be around again 
next year if students were interested in taking up an instrument.   
On Sunday night a number of our students performed in front of a large crowd as part of 
Drew’s end of year concert.  Well done to these students for showing the confidence to 

get up on stage. Drew commented that you all did an amazing job. 
 
Grade 6 Graduation Night 
Last night we had the Grade 6 graduation tea at the National.  Congratulations to Paige, Will, Amelia and Reuben 
for graduating from Eppalock PS.  We wish them all the best for the next stages of their education.  You guys are 
always welcome back to visit and know you will do well in the future.  Thanks again to the parents club for 
organising and supplying end of year books for our graduating students.  Thanks also to Mr McCartney and helpers 
for organising the night. 
 
2019 After school care 
We are investigating options for 2019 but have not been able to confirm anything definite at this stage.  We have 
contact details for families who are interested for term 1 and will be in touch over the holidays to let you know what 
we can do early in the year.  As always, if families are a little stuck with after school supervision of their child, 
please contact Mr O’Neill to discuss options. 
 
Story Dogs 
Thanks again to Darryl and Fudge for the work with Story Dogs this year. 
On Monday they came into present a special bookmark to the students 
involved in the program this year. This has been a very positive initiative 
and we thank Darryl for his involvement to get it started here at Eppalock 
PS. They will be back again next year to work with another group of grade 
2 students. 
 
 
Thanks again for another great year at Eppalock PS.  We wish all families a 
safe and happy holiday break. 
 
 
Mr O’Neill 



 

 

 

Hockey News - and something exciting to watch out for NEXT FEBRUARY! 
 
The students have been enjoying some fun field hockey over the past few weeks.  
This has been provided to the school through Kelly Sports and has been fantastic to teach the children some 
basic hockey skills. 
 
Stay tuned for more information early next year - from Mr.O and H - on more fun, beginner Hockey skills 
trainings for kids and Bendigo's Hooked into Hockey program. 
  
Did you know - also happening at the moment, on the international stage, is the Hockey World Cup - for Men.  
It has been very exciting.  
The Australian Men's team (the Kookaburra's) lost to the Netherlands on Saturday night. Australia has been 
the top Men's team in the world for a number of years now so this was a surprise. They lost in a penalty shoot 
out.  
The Netherlands played Belgium in the Final on Sunday Night and Belgium WON in a penalty shoot out.  
Australia played England for 3rd/4th position on Sunday Night - and WE WON! 
The top 4 positions for the World Cup ended up being; 1. Belgium  2. The Netherlands  3. Australia  4. England 
  
And this is where it gets exciting... 
Belgium and the Netherlands (Men's and Women's Hockey teams) are coming to play the Australian Men's 
and Women's Hockey teams in Melbourne in FEBRUARY next year. 
Yes - they're all playing IN MELBOURNE!  
Saturday 02 February 2019 and Sunday 03 February 2019.  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


